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25X1y 5 [ | | the S2na
25X1 eparate Military ConstructIon Bathalion {Otdelnyy Voyenny Stroltelnyy
Batalon)[—
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
2, |larrived at Semipalatinex | | |
25X1 |For the following Four days his wilt was quar-

ed In Semlpaletingk aweiting further ordems. Semipalatinsk was a disease
25X1  ridden town and the troops wers mot allowed outside their compound.

25X1 [ | [the wnit was loaded aboard a river stesmer at Semi-
palatinsk. The ship was very crowded with 1800 asocldiers aboard.

25X1 [the shlp departed going west on the Irtysh River,.

25X1 wie next day the troops were unloaded et an unknown point on the west-

‘ern bank of the Irtysh River, There was a two- or three-story brick build-
25X1  ing at that point. A short dlstance from this point was the camp of a
. battalion of Georgian soldiers who were engaged in unloading construction
25X1: material which was shipped from Semipalatinsk for the construction of the
installation at "Location X,
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25X1 |:|no railroad tracks on either side of the river, However, there
was an embankment running parallel with the eastern shore line of the
river which may have been meant for use as'a the bed of a railroad track.
25X1 At that time there wers no ties or rails set upon the embankment,

3. | |trucks carried the men awsy from this point.
25X1 They drove along a desert dirt road which had been made by the wheels of
- " previous vehicular traffic, The soil was somewhat sandy although hard

enough so that there was no difficuldy in driving the trucks.over it.

25X1
25X 1 I'Nothing Was in sight except deserd waste,]

[the convoy stopped at a place where a: tent was stand-
25X1_ ing. There were no other tuildings in sight, This place was "Location X".
(See location sketch cn page 4.)

L. The following units made up the camp at "Location X"j

a., 52nd Separate Military Censtrustion Battalion, composed of Russian’ ‘
and Armenian troeps.

b. 53rd Separate Milltary Conatrustion Battalion, composed of Armenian
and Azerbaydzhan *rocps.

¢. 52nd Separate Miiftury Gonsbrosiion Regiment, composed of Russian
and Armenian trcops, :

d, 53rd Separate Military Censtruction Regiment, composed of Moldavian
troops,

25X1 e, An officer group (Ofitserskiy VoPs8.).  The meaning of

the abreviation is wnknewa

5. The fellowin% dag the frceops of the abwre named unite were taken to
various polnts withis e sres of Mlerstien X' and, having heen lssued
tools,vere ordered te dig, TIn the baginning, each unlt dug deep sites
which were then reinforiad with stesl and conorete. All of these in-
stallations wers comstructied underground and esuld not be distinguished
from above. When each unl% aomplated ita underground installation it
wes used for living gquarters, After that some of the troops were assigned
. to dig a large ditsh which proved to be meant for'a large pipe. This
ditch'ran to the east as far as the eye could see. Other troops began
digaing’'a huge undergreund area ferther south from' the othar installations,

' The area was one kilomater mquura and approximatsly eight to ten meters
deep., One side of this instellation was sompletely open and a sort of
gradual ramp led %o ho ground sbove., The abeve ingtallatdons were
cornected with each vlhar by a nei of subterranesn passages, All of the
above installations were bull’ underground snd were construsted with
relnforced conorete and wtesl, (See sketch on page 5 for the approximate
disposition of the inetallatlemsz,)

6.  Several weeks after the arrivel of the troops to "Location X' & barbed
wire fence was strung all around the area, Soldlsrs with red shoulder
boards patrolled around 1t day and night with degs. The troops within
felt more like prisoners than soldiers, After a while troops began
talking of escaps and one day 12 men who had been sent to collect brush
for fire. completely disappesred. One soldler shot himself in the leg
and as a regult was court-marilaled and sentenued to seven years at
hard labor. The climate had great exiremes; in summer it was very hot
and in winter it was bitter cold. Many men contracted malaria from
mosquito bites and in wintsr there were many cases of frozen limbs and
lung diseases which tock the lives of many mem.
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7. The men slept on the ground, two scldiers sharing one matiress and éne
blanket between them, A daily ration of food consisted of 700 grams of

25X1 bread, frozen potatces, watery soup with buckwheat, 20 grams of makhorka

25X1 (tobacco), and 15 grams of sugar. |

25X1 l.@%}m{i{g, There are at least three populated places in the
Tiame LoV | | one is

25X1 at N 4056, E 41395 anofher is al N 51-L5, B 55-06; and a third is at
, N 0-12, E 69-50s T cannot be definitely be determined which Chkalov
25X 1 | |bub possibly it is the one at N 51-4S, E 55-06

since 1t is the mest promiment of the three places and most of the other
train stops were at fairly prominent towns.

25X1 2, | |comment.. These train shops may not be given in their correct
chronological order, In iskiag the route described in the report the
train would normally go ‘o Derbent before Makhachkala and to Tashkent
before Dzhambul, OChkelov mey #1lso he out of its proper chroneclegical

25X1 order, but that is dependent upon which of the three places named Ohkalev

25X1 3. [Comment, The sbpevlation stands fop ngravle;% ¢ Voyenne
» troltelatva (Direvtorate of Military Feld Ucne uhéen;.
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Lecation Map of "Location X"

The sketch of this area was taken from a copy of the Sﬁviet map entitled,

" Soyuz Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh Respublik, scale 1:L,000,000.
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This is an enlarged sketch of "Location X" showing its surface and under=
ground installations with their connecting passages, All distances and’
measurements are approximate and consequently unreliable, Underground
installations having unit numbers were temporarily occupied by troops
during the construction period only and are not to be considered as perma-
nent unit living quarters.
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